
          March 24, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 My prayer continues to be that you and your families are staying safe and healthy 
during this very difficult time in our history.  As I am learning to navigate the new world of 
distance learning for my own four children, I am sure this has been quite a challenging 
experience for all of you as well.  I certainly commend our teachers for the work they are doing 
to post work and resources that are valuable and educational as well as to be in communication 
with their students and parents as we all navigate this uncharted territory together.  I 
encourage you to continue to reach out to them, as well as to each other to offer support, 
provide feedback, and share how distance learning is working in your home.   
 During this time of crisis, we are frequently posting updates on our e-envelope, whereas 
before it had only been on Tuesdays and Fridays.  Please try to remember to check at the start 
and end of each day for new postings.  I am working with our web designer to add a new 
“Covid” tab on our website where we can post all updates, resources, prayers, and 
announcements related to the pandemic in one central location.  I will certainly let you know 
when that tab is up and running. In addition, we are also using our school social media pages 
(Facebook and Twitter) to post updates and fun pics for the students and parents.  Please feel 
free to comment and post pictures of new things you and your family are up to.  We are 
working on “virtual” themed “spirit days” where you can upload photos. 
 Many parents have been wondering what to do with work their child has completed.  I 
am recommending that you keep a folder/portfolio of each assignment/assessment/project 
that your child completes.  This can be done physically (those items that you have hard copies 
of) or digitally (saved into a folder on your device).  This way, when we return to school, all of 
the items can be brought in/viewed in one location.  We have also posted additional 
enrichment assignments in a weekly calendar format by grade on e-envelope.  Feel free to use 
any that you may like.  These are not required. 
 As you may have heard, NYS has cancelled their assessments in ELA, Math, and Science 
for this year.  We are awaiting word on the NYS Regents exams.  For our own teachers’ 
assessments, we are keeping track of every assignment that a student “turns in” and our 
expectation is that students complete all work that is assigned by their teacher.  If you have 
specific concerns related to an assignment’s content/amount, please email teachers 
individually.   
 In regard to parent-teacher conferences, I ask that if you have a specific academic or 
social concern for a teacher regarding your child’s progress, please email that teacher to make 
arrangements for a phone or email conference at the convenience of both parties.  Conversely, 
for those students whom teachers have a specific concern, including academics, retention, or 
social skills, that teacher will email parents to set up a time as well.  As always, if you have a 
concern that is better addressed on an administrative level, please reach out to me via email at 
jbrunswick@slswhitestone.org.  All of the conferences should take place this week.   
 

 In regards to tuition, even when paid monthly, it is an annual agreement. Each payment 
is one contribution toward the overall services, support, and ministry that Catholic schools 

mailto:jbrunswick@slswhitestone.org


provide to students each year.  Therefore, we ask that you continue to mail in your tuition 
payments as previously scheduled.  Mail is picked up, payments recorded, and statements are 
being prepared each month. 
 Finally, I ask that you continue to pray for the health and safety of our Saint Luke 
families as well our global family.  Encourage your students to pray as well.  Please watch any 
one of the televised Masses during the week and on Sundays.  On the parish Facebook page, 
there are recordings of Masses from our parish priests.  There will be a live stream of a Saint 
Luke Mass on the parish Facebook page this Sunday, 3/29 at 11 a.m.  Although we can’t be 
together physically, please know that we are spiritually united in the love and hope that only 
Jesus Christ can offer.  Please know that you continue to remain in my thoughts and prayers. 
 
         With God’s Blessings,  
         Mrs. Jan Brunswick, Principal 
 


